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1. INTRODUCTION
“To those who attacked us, I would like to say:
‘That’s enough!’ This war they are fighting against
us is not right… Now it is time for justice to be
given by the police and the state.”
Maria, young Roma woman from Etoliko, Greece.

Europe is home to 10-12 million Roma today. Many are living with the daily threat of forced
eviction,1 police harassment and violent attacks.
The conditions in which many Roma are forced to live are a damning indictment of years of
official neglect and discrimination. However, far from acknowledging that this situation is a
result of their failure to ensure the human rights of the Roma, some European leaders are
choosing to blame Roma themselves for “failing to integrate”.
Adela, a young Romani woman living in an informal settlement on the outskirts of Paris,
France, told Amnesty International: “I am not living in this place because I like it. I don’t
have a choice. I would like to work and to live in a house like everyone else instead of living
in a shanty town”. Adela has been forcibly evicted more than 15 times since her arrival in
France in 2002.2
Roma have historically faced extreme violence and marginalization in Europe. Victims of
mass-killings during the Second World War, the Roma are still discriminated against in
present day Europe. Many live in segregated housing and attend segregated and inferior
schools. A recent survey found that 90% of Europe’s Roma are living in poverty. 3
Violence, harassment and intimidation of Roma people and communities by the police and by
private individuals and groups (non-state actors), some of whom belong to far-right groups,
are widespread. According to the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA), one
in five Roma in the European Union experienced racist violence in the 12 months ahead of a
survey carried out in 2008. 4
The response of the authorities has been inadequate. Indeed, rather than condemning racist
attacks against Roma, in some instances officials have excused it, or suggested that Roma
only had themselves to blame. For example, in June 2013, Slovakia’s Interior Minister,
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responding to criticism over the failure to investigate and discipline those responsible for
police use of force during a raid in June 2013 of the settlement in Budulovská Street in
Moldava nad Bodvou, eastern Slovakia, in which 30 Roma, including several children, were
injured, reportedly said: “The activists, journalists and also the ombudswoman, none of them
have stood up for the rights of the majority citizens in Moldava nad Bodvou, who on a daily
basis are being terrorised by people from socially excluded groups… Slovaks are not racists;
they do not mind the Roma, Arabs, Asians. They mind people who are un-adjustable and who
continuously violate laws.”5
In 2012, Ilias Kasidiaris, a member of Greek parliament belonging to the far-right Golden
Dawn party, made a speech in Aspropyrgos, home to many Roma, in which he referred to
Roma as “human garbage” and called on residents to get rid of them from the area. 6 In May
2013, Magyar Hirlap, a daily newspaper, was fined by Hungary’s media watchdog for
publishing an opinion piece by Zsolt Bayer, journalist and founding member of Hungary’s
ruling Fidesz party, in which he referred to Roma as “animals”, “not fit to live among human
beings”.7 Fidesz has only issued very limited criticism of this statement.8
Statements from EU officials have also at times suggested that Roma were in part
responsible for their own exclusion. For example, on 16 January 2014, Viviane Reding, the
EU Commissioner for Justice and Fundamental Rights, said: “Many of the Roma live in big
poverty…they get out of the countries of origins because they do not have future there… We
need dedication [to solve these problems] not only from Member States, but also from Roma
communities to be willing to integrate and to be willing to have a normal way of living.” 9
Besieged by violence and discrimination, excluded from access to essential services, and
unable to get redress for violations because of the indifference or outright hostility of the
police and other state institutions, many Roma feel abandoned. Maria, a young Romani
woman from Etoliko, Greece said: “The police told us they can’t protect us…they said: ‘We
can’t do anything, so, you assume responsibility [for remaining at your homes]. You should
take your children, your families and leave.”10
Many attacks against Roma are not reported because people do not trust the police and the
racial motivation of attacks is rarely uncovered during police investigations and prosecution.
Few authorities collect specific data on hate crimes against Roma.11 Most have failed to
protect Romani communities from intimidation, harassment and racially motivated violence
and subsequently failed to investigate incidents adequately and bring those responsible to
justice.
This briefing examines hate motivated violence and harassment perpetrated against Roma by
state and non-state actors. It looks at emblematic cases in three countries – the Czech
Republic, France and Greece – to explore concerns that are replicated throughout the region.
The briefing concludes with a series of recommendations calling on national governments
and EU institutions to adequately respond to discrimination, violence and harassment against
the Roma.
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4. FRANCE: POLICE HARASSMENT,
VIOLENCE AND IMPUNITY
Most of France’s 20,000 Roma live in extreme poverty, living in informal settlements with
little or no access to basic services, such as water and sanitation and at constant risk of
forced evictions.50
Public attitudes towards Roma show that negative stereotypes remain firmly entrenched.
Although they make up only a tiny fraction of France’s 65 million population, Roma are
frequently portrayed as an unwelcome and alien invasion. According to a survey carried out
by CSA, around 35% of the French population overestimates the number of Roma migrants
in the country. Moreover, 77% of those interviewed said that they saw Roma as a separate
group and not part of French society.51
French politicians and governmental representatives often voice discriminatory and
stereotypical views of Roma; according to them, Roma live a “peculiar lifestyle” and are
“unwilling to integrate”. For example, in September 2013, in an interview with Radio France
International, Manuel Valls, the Minister of Interior said: “Those people [Roma migrants]
have lifestyles that are extremely different from ours. For this reason, they should return to
Romania or Bulgaria”.52
In recent years, several cases of harassment and violence perpetrated against Roma migrants
by the police and non-state actors have been reported by the media and civil society
organizations. Besides the cases in Marseille, Paris and Hellemmes (Lille), researched by
Amnesty International for this report, in 2013 Roma migrants were subjected to violence and
harassment in other cities including Antibes (Provence-Alpes-Côte D’Azur, March 2013), St
Denis (Ile-de-France, July 2013) and Villeneuve D’Ascq (Nord-pas-de-Calais, August 2013).

POLICE HARASSMENT DURING FORCED EVICTIONS IN MARSEILLE
Thousands of Roma migrants have been forcibly evicted in 2013.53 Forced eviction is the
permanent or temporary removal of individuals, families or communities from their homes or
from land that they occupy, against their will, without the provision of, or access to,
appropriate forms of legal or other protection.
Amnesty International’s research has shown that the lack of specific safeguards against
forced evictions in French law54 results in violations of international human rights standards
on forced evictions and the right to housing.55
Hundreds of Roma migrants were forcibly evicted in Marseille in 2013.56 Some families were
given alternative accommodation following the most recent evictions, but many of those
evicted in 2013 were not. For example, on 3 December 2013, 200 people were evicted from
a settlement around the area of Frais Vallon (12th arrondissement). According to Rencontres
Tsiganes, only one family was given alternative housing.
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At the end of February 2014, evictions of several settlements, including la Parette (300
people) and Avenue de Roquefavour (60 people), were pending. In December 2013, the
Prefect of Marseille (Préfet), who is responsible for implementing court eviction orders,
decided to suspend evictions of informal settlements until 15 March 2014. 57 However,
municipal officials are now pushing for the evictions to be carried out.

POLICE VIOLENCE AGAINST R.
Steluţa moved to Marseille from Mureş, Romania, with her husband, R., and their four children in 2007. They
have lived in several informal settlements and been forcibly evicted many times. In November 2011, they were
living in the grounds of the church of St. Martin d’Arenc, together with 10 other Romani families. Steluţa told
Amnesty International: “We slept in a tent next to the church. In the evening I was tired after having worked
the whole day and I just wanted to have a rest. The police used to come every week to check our documents…
they told us to move away; four of them were particularly bad, they used to destroy our tents and other
personal belongings”.
On the evening of 22 November 2011, the police went to the informal settlement with the aim of evicting all its
inhabitants. They allegedly sprayed tear gas inside the tents where children were sleeping and then destroyed
the tents and other personal belongings.
“I was so scared. They sprayed my face and I couldn’t see anything, we just wanted to take the buggies with
us but they destroyed everything”.
R. said he asked the police: “Why are you treating us as thieves, we didn’t do anything wrong, why were you
doing this to us?” In response, R. said that the police sprayed tear gas on his face. “I wanted to run away but I
couldn’t see anything, I just saw a gate in front of me, I tried to reach out to it but as soon as I approached it, I
just had the feeling that my leg broke and then I don’t remember anything else”. R. lost consciousness and
woke up several hours later in hospital. Steluţa explained: “I saw everything… when he touched the gate, one
police officer kicked him violently, then he fell down. The police immediately left. The ambulance was called by
some neighbours”. R. underwent surgery for a fractured thighbone and spent six months in a rehabilitation
centre.
In January 2012, Médecins du Monde (MdM) informed the Prosecutor of Marseille about this violent attack. A
criminal investigation into the actions of four police officers was subsequently opened; at the time of writing,
the investigation was still pending. An internal police investigation, was also carried out. In February 2014,
the Prefect informed Amnesty International that the internal investigation had found that the police officers
had not used force disproportionately.
Steluţa and R. have moved into an apartment in a northern district of Marseille. They are hopeful that the grim
years are behind them and are confident that their situation will improve: “We like living here, we get along
well with the neighbors. We just would like to find a job, improve our French and make a bit of money for us
and our children”.58
According to civil society organizations who are in contact with Romani communities in
Marseille on a daily basis, police harassment against Roma migrants living in informal
settlements is widespread. Since 2011, organizations such as Médecins du Monde (MdM)
and Rencontres Tsiganes have collected dozens of cases of police harassment and
intimidation against Roma. Cendrine Labaume of MdM told Amnesty International in
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February 2014: “Ninety-four per cent of our beneficiaries are migrants but they never
reported having experienced violence and harassment on the French territory to the same
extent to which Roma migrants have”.59
Police harassment also includes in some instances the seizure of personal belongings or the
destruction of the tents. On 26 February 2014, Amnesty International talked to the Roma
families living in tents on the pavement of Avenue de la Madrague-Ville, in the third district
(3rd arrondissement). Dorina, a Romani woman, living with her husband and her three
children in a tent said: “My mother is sick and she sleeps in a tent. I sleep with my husband
and our three children in another tent. The police come here often and tell us to move away.
When they realize that we want to stay, they cut our tents. They also seize all the stuff we try
to sell on the flea market nearby. They tell us that we cannot sell it. They throw everything
away”. Cosmin, her husband, said “I bought a damaged car for 50 euros just so that we can
use it as a shelter, the police came and took it away”.

VIOLENT ATTACKS AND IMPUNITY
Under the French Criminal Code, perpetrating a crime or an offence on the basis of the real
or perceived race, ethnicity, nationality, religion, sexual orientation or gender identity of the
victims constitutes an aggravating circumstance (Articles 132-76 and 132-77). Moreover,
the Criminal Code foresees specific penalty enhancements for some crimes, such as murder,
torture, rape, violence and threats of violence, when they are perpetrated on the basis of the
grounds mentioned above.
The French authorities collect some disaggregated data on hate crime. According to the data
of the Minister of Interior, 1,539 crimes with a racist, anti-Semitic or anti-Muslim bias were
perpetrated in 2012.60 Contrary to data on anti-Semitic and anti-Muslim hate crimes, no
official disaggregated data is available on hate crimes against Roma.

MARSEILLE
On 27 September 2012, about 40-50 people attacked a group of some 50 Roma who had
moved to Les Créneaux, in the northern part of the city. The group reportedly threatened to
set fire to their personal belongings and some of the attackers were said to have been
carrying guns. The police was called by one of the Roma and went to the site. However, it
failed to put an immediate end to the threats or prevent the mob from forcing them to leave
or protecting the belongings they left behind. .
M., a Romani woman who was at the site, said: “They said they would have killed us if we
stayed. Women and children were terrified and started crying. I called the police, they came
after a few minutes and they told us we had to leave immediately. We just took some of our
stuff and then we rushed away. They immediately set alight the rest of our stuff”. 61
Three of the Roma who were threatened filed a complaint and the investigation is still
ongoing. Astonishingly, the police told Amnesty International that the investigation did not
identify any suspects for the arson attack because the police had already left the site when
the personal belongings were set alight. The police also said that the investigation could not
prove that the Roma were threatened with violence.62 Some of the neighbors declared to the
media that they wanted the Roma to leave the area because they had engaged in criminal
activities but denied having threatened them.
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Attacks and harassment of this kind against Roma by non-state actors (private individuals or
groups) continued unabated in the city in 2013. In March for instance, ten Roma people
living in a squat in the area of St. Louis, were allegedly attacked with tear gas by a group of
people who wanted them to move away. One Romani woman had to be taken to the hospital.
They did not report the attack to the police because they feared retaliation as the perpetrators
lived in the same area. In June 2013, Elena, another Romani woman, was looking for useful
remains in the dustbins around the informal settlement where she lived. She was
accompanied by one of her children. A man, allegedly a neighbor, shot her in the head with a
pellet-gun. A pellet was removed from her scalp after 10 days; the medical record, seen by
Amnesty International, certified that the injuries she was treated for were compatible with her
account of the events. The attack was reported to the police and an investigation was opened.
The police told Amnesty International that Elena did not remember where the attack took
place and that suspects, for that reason, could not be identified. According to Rencontres
Tsiganes, who supported Elena in the aftermath of the attack, she had mentioned to the
police where the attack had occurred when she reported the case.
Reports from NGOs suggest that many such incidents are not reported to the authorities. The
reasons for this are varied, but lack of trust in the police and a fear of further victimization
are key factors deterring people from reporting.
“Roma people are really scared of the police; I usually take kids to the hospital for medical
treatments and they are afraid whenever they see the police on our way”.
S., a Romani man who lived in an informal settlement and is now employed as a social worker with a civil society organization

The Prefect (Préfet de Police) of Marseille told Amnesty International that it was hard to
establish whether violence against Roma migrants was motivated by their ethnicity or
nationality. He said verbal abuse was not a characteristic of attacks on Roma, in contrast to
attacks on other groups, and that hostility appeared to be motivated by the way in which the
targeted Roma lived more than by their identity.63 Yet, the climate of hostility against Roma
suggests that they are at serious risk of being targeted, in whole or in part, because of their
nationality, migrant status, socio-economic status or ethnicity. It is a duty of French
authorities to do the utmost to uncover these potential motives. However, despite these
evident risks, police have not put in place any specific mechanism, or any internal
guidelines, designed to surface any discriminatory motives that may lie behind attacks.

PARIS
On 16 January 2013, a Romani couple sleeping near the Place de la République, in the
heart of Paris, were the victims of an alleged acid attack. Léo Larbi from the NGO
Autremonde who was working in the area that night described what happened:
“We arrived just in front of the shop Rayon D’Or on rue du Temple at about 10pm. There
were five people lying on two mattresses just in front of the shop. A man was roaming around
the mattresses; we thought he was a thief. We noticed that he had a bottle under his arm.
When we approached the mattresses, he left. We noticed that a black liquid was corroding
the mattress on which a couple was resting. My colleague touched the liquid with one finger
and she got burnt.”
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Lucien, who slept with his family next to the couple who was attacked on the same night, said
“It was not the first time that the man attempted to attack us. He attacked another woman last
summer. She approached him when she saw that he was sprinkling the personal belonging she
had left in a phone booth with a liquid; he attacked her with the liquid and burnt her arm.”
Following a police investigation a suspect was reportedly charged with premeditated violence
(Article 222-13 of the Criminal Code). The suspect denied any discriminatory motive and
also said that all he had used was a mixture of bleach and water. The police told Amnesty
International that the investigation was prompt and resulted in the identification of a
suspect. The police explained that they could confirm neither if any alleged hate motive was
investigated, as this goes beyond the remit of the police and lies with the judicial authorities,
nor if the suspect was indicted for other similar attacks. 64 Amnesty International wrote to the
Prosecutor of Paris on 22 February seeking information about investigation into the alleged
discriminatory motive. At the time of finalizing this report (end of March 2014) no response
had been received.
Many homeless Roma migrants are reluctant to report attacks to the police since they are
often harassed by the police who want them to move away from central Paris. Gheorghe, a
Romani man who sleeps on Place de la République with his wife and three children, told
Amnesty International: “A police officer comes weekly on the square and throw our stuff
away….our blankets, mattresses and clothes....” Lucien, another Romani man, added:
“There’s a park nearby here, the families who slept on the square last summer used to gather
there. The police regularly chased us away, they wanted us to leave the park….they
systematically bin our stuff…..they said we were messing up the park but that’s not true”. 65

HELLEMMES (LILLE)
In December 2012, and with the consent of the local authorities, five Romani families moved
into caravans sited in a public park in Hellemmes, Lille. The families had been forcibly
evicted in August 2012 and the move to Hellemmes was part of an “integration project”
supported by the municipality. The families were the target of repeated threats and violent
attacks to try and force them to leave. Aude Bartholomeus, who lives in Hellemmes and
contributed to starting a campaign to support the Romani families, described the atmosphere
in the neighborhood.
“We used to receive leaflets in our mail boxes opposing the presence of the Roma families
and using in some instances racist and discriminatory language. We decided that we had to
react as this level of intolerance was unbearable.”66
In October 2012, a demonstration against the settlement of these families in the
municipality was organized and attended by 150-200 people. In May 2013, bricks were
thrown at the caravans during the night. The families were scared and called Marie Noëlle
Briand of Ateliers Solidaires, an NGO that supports Roma in Lille. She told Amnesty
International: “I went there and we immediately called the police. They arrived after an hour.
They said that they were given the wrong address”. 67
A few weeks later, on the night of 8 June 2013, unknown attackers threw several Molotov
cocktails at the Roma caravans. Marie Noëlle Briand helped the families report the attack to
the police. She told Amnesty International: “We filed a complaint with the police of
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Hellemmes. The families were not really confident that they would identify the perpetrators,
especially as they came very late when called a few weeks before. “We insisted on the fact
that this was a racist attack. We have not heard anything from the police since.” Aude
Bartholomeus said that the families were very scared after this attack “A couple of them
spent a few nights elsewhere because they were scared. They also moved the caravans, they
left a caravan in front but no one used to sleep there for a while.”
The families and local activists told Amnesty International that things have improved
significantly in Hellemmes in recent months. The Romani families were rehoused and local
people have worked with them to turn the tide and start to erode the initial hostility. In
February 2014, F. a Romani woman living in Hellemmes, told Amnesty International: “There
were so many problems before….people were hostile…sometimes they asked me why I did
not send my kids to school….although they have always attended school. Once I was asked
this question on a Wednesday, although everyone knows that children in France do not go to
school on Wednesday afternoon. Now things are better, there are still some people who do
not like us, but it’s ok. We’re going to move to new (prefabricated) houses in a few days,
that’s good.”
When asked about the investigation into the attack, the police told Amnesty International
that this was the responsibility of the judicial authorities. 68 On 25 February 2014, Amnesty
International wrote to the Prosecutor of Lille to ask whether the reports of the racist
motivation for the attacks were under investigation. At the time of completing this report (end
March 2014), no response had been received.

Amnesty International April 2014

Index: EUR 01/007/2014

“We ask for justice”
Europe’s failure to protect Roma from racist violence

21

5. GREECE: VIOLENT ATTACKS,
POLICE RAIDS AND IMPUNITY
Greece is home to between 250,000 and 350,000 Roma.69 Many live in informal
settlements in poor conditions. Forced evictions are frequent, and those affected are often
not provided with alternative housing or are resettled in isolated and inadequate housing. 70
Entrenched discrimination affects all aspects of Roma life in Greece. In the last four years
the European Court of Human Rights has issued three judgments ordering the end of Roma
segregation in schools of Aspropyrgos and Sofades. 71
In October 2013, the treatment of Greece’s Roma hit the headlines following the arrest of a
Romani couple in Farsala for abduction during a police raid in their settlement, which led to
suspicions about the identity of the child living with them, as – according to the police’s
statement – she had “white skin complexion, blond hair and green eyes, features completely
different to [those]… who acted as her parents”.72 Subsequent DNA testing showed that
Maria was the biological daughter of a Romani family living in Bulgaria. The media coverage
of the case largely presumed the couple abducted the “blonde angel” and lost interest once
Maria was found to be Roma herself, exposing the degree of hostility and stigma faced by an
already marginalized community.
Roma are often targeted with violence in Greece. According to a 2008 survey undertaken by
the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA), 54% of the Roma respondents in
Greece had been victim of a crime. Twenty-six per cent of them thought that they had been
targeted because of their ethnicity.73
At a time when Greece has seen a steep increase in racially motivated attacks and
xenophobia, Amnesty International has serious concerns about the inadequate response of
the law enforcement authorities towards hate crime. 74 This includes failing to intervene to
stop racially motivated attacks when they were present on the scene; arresting victims with
irregular status rather than the perpetrators of hate crimes; failing to protect people from
attacks by far-right groups; discouraging victims from filing complaints; and failing to
investigate or to investigate effectively those complaints that are lodged including by
unearthing the possible hate motive.75 In many cases police officers themselves are
perpetrators of hate crime.76
For example, in September 2013, the shocking image of a Greek female shop worker kicking
a young Romani girl playing the accordion in the street near the Acropolis was published in
the national and international media. 77 However, the police did not start an investigation into
the incident until the NGO Greek Helsinki Monitor filed a criminal complaint. 78
The result of such a catalogue of failures by the police has helped entrench impunity for
those responsible for these crimes. The ineffectiveness of existing legislation on hate crime
has also contributed to such impunity. Under Article 79 of the Criminal Code, motives for a
crime linked to the victim’s race and ethnic origins (among other factors) can be considered
as an aggravating factor during sentencing. 79 However, it does not apply to the investigation
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and prosecution phase. Cases of alleged hate crimes very rarely reach the courts and, even if
they do, the hate motive is very rarely taken into account at the trial.80
In response to international criticism, the Greek police have created a mechanism for
collecting statistics on hate crimes, which are available on request, but not published.81 Hate
crimes are often not recorded, both due to police failure to record possible hate motive and
victims’ lack of trust in the police, leading victims to not report the hate crime. According to
data provided by the Greek police to the Ombudsman about investigations, 84 incidents of
possible racial motive were recorded in 2012, one of which involved a Roma victim and 22 of
which involved allegations against police officers. During the same period, the Ombudsman
had recorded 253 such cases, three times those recorded by the police, including four
involving Roma victims.82 According to information provided to Amnesty International by the
Greek Police, 109 incidents with a potential racist motive were recorded in 2013, two of
which involved Roma victims. Of these cases, 93 have been referred to the relevant
prosecution authorities and 37 involved police as alleged perpetrators. 83

POLICE RAIDS AND ARBITRARY DETENTION
“The police come every one to two months… they find nothing... I have four sons who have
been taken to the police station many times and then let go… They come at six o’clock in the
morning and knock our door… the children are scared when they see them [the police
officers] with guns”
Dimitra, resident of Roma settlement in Halandri, Athens, Amnesty International interview, 17 January 2014

In 2013 the police conducted frequent raids on Romani settlements around the country,
claiming that this was part of a crime prevention strategy.
According to statistics issued by the Greek police, during the first nine months of 2013,
there were 1,131 police operations in Romani settlements across the country. During those
operations, 52,431 people were checked and 19,067 people taken to police stations. Out of
those, 1,305 were arrested, and 4,651 violations of Greek criminal and traffic laws were
identified.84 The statistics of those checked by the police will doubtless include many who
have been checked on multiple occasions, but even allowing for this, the ratio of checks to
Roma living in Greece gives an indication of the scale on which such raids are occurring.
These raids and checks are discriminatory and result in arbitrary arrests and deprivations of
liberty.
Following its visit to Greece, the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention expressed its
concern over the rounding up of members of the Romani community who were released soon
after without charge. It stated “that any detention on discriminatory grounds constitutes
arbitrary detention and furthermore, that detention without any legal basis also renders the
detention arbitrary.”85
The statistics provided by the Greek police show not only that relatively few recorded
incidents of criminal offences are generated by such raids but also that many Roma were
arrested during these operations for offences linked to their marginalization.86 During the first
nine months of 2013, 230 Roma were arrested for electricity theft. Many Romani
settlements have no electricity as a result of the refusal of the Public Electricity Service to
connect them on the basis that their settlements and houses are illegal. 87 Acknowledging this
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reality, on 10 October 2013, the First Misdemeanours Court in Athens acquitted 16 Roma
charged with electricity theft. The court reportedly accepted the argument of the Roma that
the lack of electricity posed a danger to their health, education of their children, life and
property and the theft of the electricity was a result of a situation of emergency.88

RACIST VIOLENCE AND IMPUNITY
“Since the attack I’m afraid to go into town for a coffee alone. I’m afraid when I’m at the
shop where I work. I always go into town with someone else, even when I go to work. When I
see in town those who attacked me, I shake with fear.”
Dimitris, young Romani man, Messolonghi, Amnesty International interview on 15 January 2014

Dimitris, then 18 years old, was out with his friends. In the early hours of 3 June 2012,
Dimitris described to Amnesty International that they were sitting near a fast-food restaurant
in Messolonghi, when a group of 10-15 youths in a nearby bar started shouting racist abuse
at them. When Dimitris’ friend responded, the youths allegedly attacked them. When the
Romani boys tried to run away, the youths got into their cars and chased them. They caught
up with Dimitris and started beating him. When one of the attackers bashed Dimitris’ head
against a wall, he lost consciousness. He later found out that a local woman who heard the
commotion had shouted at the attackers to stop. They then ran away.
According to Dimitris’ father, police officers tried to discourage him when he went to file a
complaint at the Messolonghi police station, but that did not deter him. More than 18
months after the attack, the investigation appears to have stalled and no one has been
prosecuted. But Dimitris still wants justice: “I want the trial to happen and them [my
attackers] to be punished for the scare that they gave me.”

ANTI-ROMA VIOLENCE AND POLICE INACTION
“I couldn’t believe it. That night we saw loads of people coming towards our homes, carrying
fire and shouting that they will kill us. We got very scared. We are talking about real fear. The
children went to hide inside the house; under the bed, in the wardrobe.”
Paraskevi, a 36-year-old mother of seven, describing an anti-Roma march in Etoliko on 3 August 2012. Amnesty International
interview on 11 February 2014

On the evening of 3 August 2012, following a row between Roma and non-Roma in the
village of Etoliko, hundreds of local residents, gathered in the main square to protest.
According to the Vice Mayor of the Municipality of Messolonghi, where the village of Etoliko
belongs “the events that occurred… were due to an increased delinquency on the side of the
Roma, which led to citizens to take the law into their hands, due to lack of severe policing; of
course, with the instigation of some local politicians who sympathize mostly with the Golden
Dawn... and took advantage of these events for political reasons.”89
Romani residents said that some of those who joined the protest were not residents of
Etoliko, but people from surrounding villages also mobilized by local Golden Dawn
politicians. They told Amnesty International that there was a significant police presence in
the main square when people gathered shouting and chanting slogans such as: “Gypsies out
of Etoliko”. However, the police reportedly did not stop the hostile mob from reaching Roma
homes. Allegedly the crowd threw Molotov cocktails towards the Roma homes, which led to
gunshots being fired from the Roma side. Four local protesters were reportedly injured.90
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The police arrested eight Romani men and charged them – among other things – with
attempted manslaughter, illegal possession of firearms and disturbance of peace. 91 According
to the police, no local non-Roma residents were arrested.92 The Romani men remained in pretrial detention for 16 months. In November 2013, five were acquitted and three were given
16-year prison sentences. The three Romani men have appealed the court’s decision.
Many Romani families fled in the days following the march, fearing for their lives. On 8
August, a group of 50 locals, some with covered faces, reportedly also including Golden
Dawn members, allegedly attacked the Roma neighbourhood again, setting houses alight and
breaking cars. The Greek Police informed Amnesty International that the investigation has not
led to the identification of suspects.93 Amnesty International was told by Romani residents of
Etoliko that a few days later, without any notice, consultation or due process, the municipal
authorities demolished five Roma houses and shacks belonging to the families who had fled,
some of which were on municipal land and some on land owned by Roma. A Vice Mayor of
Messolonghi, told Amnesty International in February 2014 that the municipality “took the
opportunity” of the absence of the Roma and the vacation of the houses to proceed with the
demolition in order “to clean the space from these structures”. This rendered people
homeless, contrary to Greece’s obligations under international law. Days or weeks, and in
some cases months, later, many Romani families returned to find their homes and
possessions had been razed to the ground by bulldozers or destroyed by the mob.

ATTACK AGAINST PARASKEVI KOKONI
“I haven’t done anything myself for them to beat me. I wasn’t able to understand why they beat me.”
Parakevi Kokoni, a Romani woman living in Etoliko. Amnesty International interview on 11 February 2014

Early in the afternoon on 13 October 2012, Paraskevi Kokoni went into the centre of Etoliko to do some
shopping. She was with her then 23-year-old nephew, Kostas, who has a mental disability, and her 11-yearold son. Paraskevi told Amnesty International that, as they were passing the main square, a man sitting at a
local café pointed at them saying: “this is the sister-in-law of Bekos [the Roma leader of Etoliko]”. Then six or
seven men ran out of the café towards them and attacked them. Paraskevi said they were kicked, punched and
beaten with wooden logs grabbed off a nearby truck. She told Amnesty International:
“Two of the men went for me and the rest were punching and kicking Kostas. I was calling for help but nobody
came to help us… At some point I managed to get away. I grabbed my son and left, but they still had my
nephew.”
Paraskevi went to the local police station to ask for help. She told the officer on duty that she had been beaten
and that her nephew was probably still in danger. She told Amnesty International the officer said there was
nothing he could do, and that he was afraid to go to the scene alone. He called for reinforcements and, when
two other officers arrived, they went to the scene, but by then everyone had gone. Police took Paraskevi home.
Her husband had found Kostas lying unconscious in the street earlier. Both Paraskevi and Kostas needed
hospital treatment for their injuries. According to Paraskevi and her husband, when police brought her to the
house they said: “Didn’t I tell you to leave the village? It’s not safe for you here”.
“The police did not protect us. We left Etoliko and moved to Patra. We left our own home and are now renting.
My children don’t want to return to the house. They are afraid. This is my home, but I also don’t want to come
back. I’m scared… why would I come, so that they can kill my child?”, Paraskevi told Amnesty International.
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In November 2013, three men were charged with serious bodily harm against Paraskevi and her nephew.
However, despite the fact that the attack took place in the context of the previous racist attacks in Etoliko,
Amnesty International is concerned that the investigation did not look into the possible racist motive of the
attack. To Amnesty International’s knowledge the first court hearing is scheduled for 1 April 2014.
By the end of 2012, most of the Roma who had left in August had returned to Etoliko. But
the atmosphere remained tense and hostility towards the Roma had, if anything, increased.
On 4 January 2013, following a fight between non-Roma and Roma in the local market, there
was another organized and brutal attack on the Roma neighbourhood by some 70 people.
“Some had their faces covered and were carrying wooden planks, stones, Molotov cocktails. I
got scared. A hooded one approached and picked a big stone from the ground. I was just
standing there staring at him; I did not believe he was going to throw it at me… I was holding
my baby in my arms… suddenly he ran and threw the stone towards me. It just missed the
little one because I moved.”
Maria, a 21-year-old Romani woman. Amnesty International interview on 10 February 2014

Maria ran towards her uncle’s house where other people were hiding. She said they could
hear their attackers shouting: “shitty gypsies, leave Etoliko, otherwise we are going to kill
you.” Maria described how the attackers broke the window and threw a tear gas canister
inside. “We could not open our eyes and we started coughing. The children were blinded.
They were crying, saying: ‘Mum, our eyes, we are scared. They will kill us!’”
Irini, another Romani woman, told Amnesty International what happened in another part of
the neighbourhood on 4 January 2013.
“We didn’t think they were going to burn our houses down. When I saw them coming, I didn’t
have time to escape, so I grabbed my children and locked us in the house. I took my children
and we hid under the bed. My children were crying, screaming… I was frightened. Looking
out of the window I knew most of them, I know them, we grew up together. I didn’t recognise
some, because a few were wearing hoods, black clothes, helmets, but I recognized most of
them. They threw a glass bottle at the window and set the house on fire. We were there, in
the other room, calling for help. My brother-in-law came, just when the house started to
catch fire… he took us in his arms and we made it out… through the crowd that were
swearing and throwing stones at us.”
Several Roma told Amnesty International that they felt betrayed by the police. One said: “I
could see just two policemen from inside the house… They were just staring and asking
people to stop. They did nothing more than this”. Many Roma told Amnesty International that
following the August 2012 events police officers had advised them on several occasions to
leave the village as they would not be able to protect them.
Nine people, eight of whom were reportedly linked to Golden Dawn,94 were arrested and
charged with arson, disturbance of public and domestic peace, light bodily injury and racial
discrimination.95 They were reportedly released on bail a few days later.96
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“I see them [our attackers] in the village, and I recognize them, and they look at me with
hatred. I feel the injustice and think to myself, our people… my husband… stayed in [prison]
for 16 months and they didn’t spend 24 hours in?… We feel injustice. We feel that they
support them. They didn’t cut their wings so that they do not do it again. My children hadn’t
slept for a month… they would wake up in the middle of the night and tell me ‘mum, let’s
go, the police will come and kill us’ – they thought it was the police. Even today… when they
hear a loud sound and start crying.”
Maria, Amnesty International interview on 10 February 2014

A Golden Dawn parliamentarian for the region of Etoloakarnania, Konstantinos Barbaroussis,
reportedly arrived at the scene in Etoliko shortly after the attack and told the media that:
“Since the Roma do not want to integrate in society and they react, and they want to live like
animals, it's their right if their tradition says so, they can live like animals, but not here, in
the jungle with Tarzan...”97 According to media reports, the prosecution file on the case was
sent from the Messolonghi Prosecutor’s Office to the Athens Appeals Court in connection to
the nationwide investigation into hate crimes and other offences attributed by prosecutors to
Golden Dawn leaders and supporters.98 The outcome of the prosecution is not known to
Amnesty International.

CHRISTOS: BEATEN UP IN ATHENS
“I want to know why I was attacked.”
Christos, Amnesty International interview, 12 February 2014

Christos Dimitriou, a 56-year-old Romani man living in the Aghia Varvara area of Athens, has been a street
vendor in the city for more than 40 years. On the afternoon of 28 December 2013, he was walking along
Panormou Street in central Athens carrying his suitcase of perfumes to sell. Suddenly, a man aged about 30
grabbed his jacket from behind and stopped him. Christos described what happened next to Amnesty
International:
“’What do you want, sir?’ I asked him. ‘What‘s in the suitcase?’ he said. ‘Let me show you. I have perfume.’ At
that moment, while I was showing him, I didn’t know his intentions. I was very relaxed and flexible. He
suddenly punched me… he showed a very aggressive face and started hitting me. He threw me on the ground
and I broke my hip. I couldn’t resist him anymore and that’s when he started hitting my whole body. The ribs,
the head. He first punched me in the face and broke my teeth. Then, while I was on the ground I was covering
my face, my groin, my head. I was shouting ‘Help’ for someone to hear me and come and see what was
happening… He was not police. He was not a thief as he did not take the money or the phone I had on me. He
had another motive. He wanted to exterminate, to kill me. Who goes around attacking people like this? Maybe
this attack was racist. This is what I am guessing. The guy wanted to kill me. In a very central street, he had
the nerve to do it. If this was a small street, would I still be alive?”
Christos told Amnesty International he noticed three other men standing around and believes the three were
his attacker’s accomplices as they were sending away passers-by who were asking why the man was beating
him. Christos was hospitalized for 10 days. His injuries will take years to heal. His broken leg required surgery
and he was using crutches when he spoke to Amnesty International in February 2014. He is housebound and
can no longer work. Police visited him at the hospital, where he gave his first statement. He told Amnesty
International that he had not heard back from them on the investigation and has not been able to go to the
police station to follow this up.
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“I want the police to do the investigation and find him. I want to know what his motives were and why I was
beaten up.”
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